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T THE HEART of Redeemer’ mission is the acknowledgement 
that Christ is sovereign over all of creation. Thanks to the amazing 
grace of the cross, we can bring the good news of his Kingdom to all 
areas of life. For students today, the possibilities of career and calling 
may seem endless, while at the same time next steps can be difficult to discern. 
We continue to focus on ensuring that a degree from Redeemer prepares 
students well to serve God in all areas of life and work. 


This issue's feature story, Redeeming the Body: Restoring the Crowning Jewel of 
God’s Creation, provides a great example of this. Beginning on page 15, the story 
highlights faculty research and expertise on the ways we can partner with God 
to honour and redeem our bodies, temples of his spirit. Through appropriate 
exercise, nutrition and rest, caring for our mental and spiritual health and 
using our bodies to carry out God's calling for our lives we bring glory to him. 
Redeemer students studying to become physiotherapists, physical education 
teachers, recreation therapists and more can know with confidence their role 
in redeeming God’s creation and helping others to do the same. 


It is comforting to know that the God who created us continues to hold 
all things together. This past fall, the Redeemer campus experienced tragic 
loss with the death of student Bekett Noble. You can read Bekett’s memorial 


on page 53. Many at Redeemer were impacted 

by this loss and will continue to grieve in the 
coming months. I have taken great comfort 

in receiving so many messages of prayer and 
condolences from those who care about Redeemer 
and I know that God has been with us throughout 
the past months. Please continue to pray for 
Redeemer as we commit to significant investments 
in mental health and to living out the university's 
Reformed Christian mission faithfully with love, 
compassion and respect for every student, staff 
and faculty member. 


This May, Redeemer will be hosting the 2023 
Kuyper Conference. This annual conference 

was founded in 1998 at Princeton Theological 
Seminary to acknowledge the stream of neo- 
Calvinist thought represented by Abraham Kuyper. 
Makoto Fujimura, winner of the 2023 Kuyper Prize, 
will provide the keynote address. We look forward 
to hosting speakers and guests on campus. 


The conference is part of an overall effort to 
continue to engage in critical thought and 
research from a Reformed Christian perspective. 
The Albert M. Wolters Centre for Christian 
Scholarship has helped prepare for the Kuyper 
Conference and has also orchestrated other 
thought-provoking events and speakers through 
the fellowship program. As you'll read more about 
on page 50, a faculty member from each academic 
area of the university, through mentorship 

and speaking, is helping to increase Reformed 
Christian worldview integration in scholarship 
and teaching, a key strategy of the university's 
strategic plan. 


Finally, on page 8 of this issue, you will find an 
update on the 2025 Learn. Forward. Strategic 


“A degree from 
Redeemer prepares 
students well to serve 
God in all areas of life 
and work.” 


As he holds all things 
together, including 
Redeemer, we continue 
to thank God for the 
privilege of educating 
and sending out 
Kingdom-centred, 
innovative graduates to 
make a profound impact 
inarapidly changing, 
complex, digital world. 


Plan. Many key initiatives have been completed and a number 
of others are slated for completion in coming months. In 
particular, investing in contemporary, sustainable facilities 
continues this year with a number of renovations in Founders 
Hall, Redeemer’s main building. This summer, the reception 
area will be reconfigured and refreshed to provide a welcoming 
first impression to visitors and the dining hall and commons 
area will be opened up to provide a bright and inviting space for 
gathering and dining. We look forward to seeing the completion 
of these projects so students can enjoy them next fall. 


As he holds all things together, including Redeemer, we 
continue to thank God for the privilege of educating and 
sending out Kingdom-centred, innovative graduates to make 

a profound impact in a rapidly changing, complex, digital 
world. We give God praise for the way in which he continues to 
provide for Redeemer and ask for your continued prayers as we 
engage in Christian university education. @ 
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FOUNDATIONS 


Update on 


Learn. Forward. 


What is completed and what is underway 
in Redeemer’s 2025 Strategic Plan. 


Kingdom-centred, innovative graduates making a profound 
impact in a rapidly changing, complex, and digital world. 


Increase Reformed Christian 
Worldview Integration 


Develop new faculty and staff orientations 
with introductions to Redeemer's Reformed Christian 
mission and heritage vy) COMPLETE 


SEES 
Produce “What does it mean to be Reformed?” video 


series for adjunct faculty and web page 
for the general public ry SU 


Hire two new Core faculty and logistical support staff 
for external engagement vy) COMPLETE 


Launch Faculty Fellows program to guide Reformed 
research and mentor new faculty g@ COMPLETE 


Innovate for Student 
and Graduate Success 


Establish student health and wellness 
clinic @ comptete 


Launch new degrees - BBA, B.Kin. @ comptete 
and explore additional opportunities granted by 2020 
charter change €) oncoine 


Launch Innovation Centre to infuse design-thinking 
and entrepreneurship practices throughout the curriculum; 
open makerspace for hands-on creativity and problem- 
solving with green screen studio, camera equipment, 
computers, 3D printer, etc. g COMPLETE 


Establish mentorship and business 
startup incubator programs for students 
and graduates Ry SUMMER 2023-24 


Expand chaplaincy program to deepen integration 
of curriculum and spiritual life rs] SUMMER 2024-25 


Invest in Contemporary, 
Sustainable Facilities 


Renovate current facilities: 


e Upgrade Auditorium Oc 


e Renew townhouse residences © ON 


e Update dining hall and Refresh ry 2023 


e Reconfigure front entrance with new 
i akin 
reception Bg 2028 


Invest in campus-wide Zoom room technology 
(fast-tracked by the pandemic), Naa flexible 
furniture in some classrooms Qo PLETE 


Open new Charis Live and Learn Centre, 
which combines student residences and classroom 
space; new parking lots with terminals/gates and 
electric-vehicle charging stations Occ MPLETE 


Foster a Healthy 
Workplace Culture 

Create and fill positions in human 

resources @ COMPLETE to develop or improve: 
e Reward and Recognition program O- OMPLETE 


e Recruitment sneer ratee training manual, orientation 
program i 2023-24 


e Manager and Leadership Training Program Fe] 2024 


Launch Respectful Campus Initiative to ensure that 
all who choose to be part of the Redeemer community are 
treated with love, dignity and respect 


e External review of policies, increase clarity about institutional 
identity, improve reporting processes iv) COMPLETE 


e Implement training for students and employees concerning 
. atat 
respectful engagement across differences RW 2023 


e Complete summary report on the respectful 
campus survey ry 2023 


Identify, develop, publish and promote 


institutional core values that characterize the 
. PE 
Redeemer community Ry 2023 


Increase ae communication to students and 
employees Occ 


Develop and launch key performance indicator 
dashboard © ONGOING 


More information can be found at 
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FOUNDATIONS 


EDEEMER IS HOSTING the 

Kuyper Conference May 9 to 11, 2023, 

with keynote speaker and 2023 Kuyper 

Prize winner Makoto Fujimura on the 
theme “Kuyper and Kintsugi: Public Theology for 
Repair, Reconciliation, and Restoration.” The 
Kuyper Prize is awarded by Calvin University and 
Calvin Theological Seminary. Fujimura is the first 
visual artist to receive the prize, which has been 
awarded annually since 1998. 


“Receiving the Kuyper Prize is quite an unexpected 
honour,’ said Fujimura. “I hope this recognition 
will lead to a renewed connection between the 
artist and the church towards Culture Care and 
the development of a robust Theology of Making” 


“We are thrilled to host the Kuyper Conference next 
year, and particularly to hear from Makoto Fujimura; 
said president Dr. David Zietsma. “Fujimura, his art 
and his work present us with an opportunity to 
engage the intersection of art and theology from 

a Reformed Christian perspective, which is central 
to Redeemer’s mission in teaching and scholarship. 
Artistic endeavour shows us that, as image-bearers 
of God the Creator, we are also creators, inspiring 
us to explore the renewing hope of the Gospel in 
unique and powerful ways.” 


The Kuyper Prize was established in 1998 by Rimmer 
and Ruth de Vries and named after Dutch theologian 
Abraham Kuyper. It is awarded each year to a 
scholar or community leader whose outstanding 
contribution to their chosen sphere reflects the 
ideas and values characteristic of the neo-Calvinist 
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Redeemer to Host 
Kuyper Conference 
Featuring Makoto 
Fujimura 


The annual Kuyper Conference, 
founded in 1998 at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, acknowledges 
the stream of Calvinist thought 
represented by Abraham Kuyper 
(1837-1920), Dutch theologian and 
statesman, and explores the tradition 
he helped to form, commonly known 
as neo-Calvinism. 


vision of religious engagement in matters of social, political and 
cultural significance in one or more of the spheres of society. 


Fujimura is a world-renowned modern artist, author and speaker, 
and founder of the International Arts Movement and the Fujimura 
Institute. His work expounds on, popularizes and builds upon 
Kuyperian theology. He uses the art of kintsugi, the Japanese 

art of repairing broken pottery (often with precious metals), 

to take what is shattered and make it whole again—not to return 
the object to its original state, but to represent an even more 
beautiful restoration of wholeness. 


Fujimura, his art and his work 
present us with an opportunity 
to engage the intersection of art 
and theology from a Reformed 
Christian perspective, which is 
central to Redeemer’s mission in 
teaching and scholarship. 


[hope this recognition will 
leadto arenewed connection 
between the artist and the 
church towards Culture Care 
and the develooment of 
arobust Theology of Making.” 


“It is with great excitement that we award Makoto Fujimura this 
distinct honour) said Dr. Wiebe Boer, president of Calvin 
University. “It is clear that his work is heavily inspired 

by Kuyperian theology and through his work his 
audiences are drawn to reflect upon deeper truths 
about brokenness and restoration which were 
central to Kuyper’s theology.” 


“As Christ followers, we are called to the 
work of renewal,” said Rev. Jul Medenblik, 
president of Calvin Theological Seminary. 
“What Fujimura is doing through his work is 
reminding us of the Kuyperian perspective 
that ‘The final outcome of the future ... is 
not the merely spiritual existence of saved 
souls, but the restoration of the entire 
cosmos, when God will be all in all in the 
renewed heaven on the renewed earth.” 
Fujimura joins an esteemed group of past 
winners of the award, which include a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning writer, a Templeton 
Prize-winning philosopher, a prime minister, 
and a pair of US ambassadors, to name a few. 


A $10,000 monetary prize accompanies the 
award, which Fujimura says he'll donate to IAM 
Culture Care and Embers International for their collective 
Kintsugi Peacemaking work. He will be awarded the prize 
during the conference, which Redeemer is excited to 
present in collaboration with Calvin University and Calvin 
Theological Seminary. Plenary sessions will feature John G. 
Stackhouse Jr. (Crandall University), Haejin Shim (Kintsugi 
Academy), and Vincent Bacote (Wheaton College). @ 


More information is available on the Kuyper Conference 
webpage at redeemer.ca/kuyper-conference 


FOUNDATIONS 


Affordable Christian 
University Education 


After a major reduction in 2019 and a four- 
year freeze, the price of tuition will remain 
comparable to other universities in Ontario. 


EDEEMER IS COMITTING to 

affordable Christian university tuition for the 

long term. After a 42 per cent tuition reduction 

in 2019, followed by a four-year freeze, Redeemer 
is signalling its commitment to affordability with an increase 
of just 1.9 per cent. Canadian undergraduate tuition will be 
$9,987 for the 2023-2024 academic year, which is remarkable 
for the Christian education context in North America. 


The pathway to long-term affordable Christian university 
education in Ontario is continued innovation. “As Redeemer 
navigates pressures associated with increased costs and 
inflation, there is a firm belief that tuition must remain 
affordable for families who desire Christian university 
education) said president Dr. David Zietsma. “We are 
focused on ensuring that students have access to relevant 
programs that address the challenges of today and 
tomorrow from an integrated Christian perspective. This 
includes continuing to advance Redeemer’s academic 
programs and investing in a vibrant spiritual experience 
where students grow deeper in their faith through their 
learning and campus experience.” 


Over the past two years, Redeemer has added several 
relevant and recognizable options for today’s marketplace. 


“We are 
focused on 
ensuring 
that students 
have access 
to relevant 
programs 
that address 
the challenges 
of today and 
tomorrow 
from an 
integrated 
Christian 
perspective.” 


In 2021, the university began 
offering a bachelor of business 
administration (BBA) degree and 
in 2022 it launched the bachelor 
of kinesiology (B.Kin.) degree. 
Redeemer has also launched 

a new Innovation Centre 

to support design thinking, 
innovation, entrepreneurship 
and experiential learning 
opportunities across all of its 
programs. In addition, two 
new music programs, a music 
in worship and church music 
ministry honours program, as 
well as a new law and public 
policy minor were added in 
2022. Further new degree 
offerings, such as a bachelor 
of communication and media 
studies (B.Co.M.S.) with a 

film and media production 
stream and potential for digital 
communications and other 
streams in the near future, 

are in development. 


In 2019, generous donor 

support enabled a tuition 

and fee restructuring initiative 
with a four-year tuition freeze. 
Redeemer dropped tuition 42 per 
cent for Canadian undergraduate 
students contributing to 58 per 
cent enrolment growth since. 


“Affordable tuition is here to stay. 
We are grateful to our generous 
support community for making 
this possible?’ said Zietsma. “It is 
critical that Christian youth in 
high school understand there 

is an affordable and relevant 
Christian option as they consider 
their post secondary pathways.” 


A successful charter change 
in 2020 gave Redeemer the 
authority to grant up to 20 
new degrees, including nine 
masters degrees, and opened 
the doors to innovation and 
an exciting future. @ 


Act Five: 
Scene Two 


As Act Five prepares 

to operate independently, 
director Jon Berends 
spoke with Resound about 
the program's history and 
next steps. 


HE JOURNEY AFTER 
graduating high school seems 
straightforward to many: university 
or college, a job and then the rest of 
your life. Throughout his career in education, 
Jon Berends discovered that every well-worn 
path requires a few deviations. 


“When it comes to a career, many young people are 
a long way from knowing what they should pursue,” 
he says. “They go through the motions of education, 
but they aren't really moving towards anything” 


Berends desired to provide an opportunity for 
young adults to take a break from traditional 
schooling, consider different pathways and give 
space for big questions about who they are and 
what they believe. The result was Act Five, a gap 


year program developed in partnership with Redeemer and five 
southern Ontario Christian high schools. The name references 
the six acts of the biblical story. The first four acts encompass 
the creation account through to Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection. The fifth act is the time we're living in now until 
the New Creation, which is the sixth act. Although the program 
includes mission trips and other impactful experiences, it 
primarily advocates spiritual growth through everyday activities 
as the students live, work and learn together in an intentional 
community. 


“We want them to learn how to live their days well in community 
and trust that the answers to their big questions will come out of 
that,’ says Berends. 


In May 2022, it was announced that Act Five would become an 
independent organization by May 2023. Soon, Berends and his 
staff hope to be able to accommodate both gap year students 
and a more permanent residency program. “[The residency 
program] is built on the idea of having young adults who are 
working or studying in Hamilton commit to Act Five's core practices 
by living in community ... Leading this demographic toward a life 

of engaged discipleship is who we are, and we're excited to see the 
diverse ways we'll be called to do this in the future” 


Since taking on its first cohort in fall 2019, Act Five has 
experienced its share of trials and growing pains, especially 
throughout COVID-19. Despite this, seeing the program’s 
tangible effects continually reinvigorates Berends. 


“There are countless moments where God has done beautiful 
things through our students. At the end of each term, I’m blown 
away by how much they've grown, the relationships they’ve 
made and the ways they've been inspired” 


Act Five’s board of directors recently received the important 
milestone of charitable status. While the relationship will look 
different, Redeemer will continue to partner with Act Five as 
they disciple young Christians for the sake of the Gospel. @ 
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Restoring the 
Crowning Jewel 
of God's Creation 


Fea rfully and Wonderfully to diet, she says. “Daily activity and reducing saturated fats, sugar and salt, can 

slow the progress of plaque build-up in the arteries and reduce the risk of heart 
disease, dementia and stroke. Exercise is used in the prevention and treatment 
of numerous prevalent diseases including obesity, some cancers, depression, 
dementia, metabolic syndrome, sarcopenia — muscle loss with aging - and 
osteoporosis, to name only a few. Fitness and healthy diets not only reduce the 
risk of many diseases but also promote health and holistic well-being, all of which 
would seem to be consistent with a loving Creator.” 


In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth. At the peak of the creation story, God 
created mankind in his likeness and called it very 
good. Humanity is the crowning jewel of God's 
creation. The systems that make up our physical 
bodies were designed with incredible intricacy. 
From circulation to digestion, the muscular 
system to the nervous system, and the miracle of 


reproduction, the body exists ina delicate balance "FITNESS AND HEALTHY DIETS NOT ONLY 
of interconnected systems, knit together by a REDUCE THE RISK OF MANY DISEASES BUT 


creative and all-knowing God. Each life-sustaining 


breathwetaleisfomhin. ALSO PROMOTE HEALTH AND HOLISTIC 
Fee Peeper sal WELL-BEING, ALL OF WHICH WOULD SEEM 


creation," says Dr. Dianne Moroz, associate professor 

of kinesiology and physical education. “In addition, TO B F C 0 N S | STE NT W ITH A LOVI N G C R EATO R My 
God is sovereign over a creation order that governs 
how that creation would evolve over time in the 
absence of sin. However, sin distorted that order.” : . : 

The effect of sin on the body in the book of Partnering with a Redemptive God 
Genesis was obvious and immediate. Adam and Eve 
felt shame for the first time in their nakedness. They 
were cast out of the garden, no longer to enjoy the 
beauty and fruit of its perfection. They would have 
to work for the food they would need to sustain their 
bodies. They would experience pain. The effects of 
sin on the body have continued throughout history. 

“Sedentary lifestyles and poor diet are 
associated with disease, including the top 
killers, heart disease, cancer and stroke,” 
says Moroz, whose recent research has her 
exploring the role of exercise in healthy 
aging and redeeming God's creation. There 
is significant evidence that sinful behaviour 
and a lack of care for our created bodies 
causes them to deteriorate, impairing 
function and promoting aging. 

But much of the damage 
to our physical beings 
can be slowed or even 
reversed with regular 
exercise and even 
small adjustments 


It's no surprise to most that we have a role to play in our own health. Healthy 
eating, exercise and appropriate rest can improve our health and generally 
make us feel better. But we may not always consider these things in light of a 
partnership with God to redeem our bodies. 

In 1 Cor. 6:19, Paul poses the question, "Do you not know your bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit?” He compels us to honour our bodies and use them 
for God's glory. 


— 


Moroz has been involved in various types of health research for many 
years including enhancing physical and mental health and performance 
through exercise in special populations such as aging adults, athletes, 
military, astronauts, first responders and those with chronic illness. She has 
found that many people want to do what's best for their bodies, but health 
recommendations can be complex, confusing and difficult to follow. 

As part of her research, Moroz looked to Scripture to see how God 
has instructed us through his word to care for our bodies. She found 


many verses that talk about caring for the physical 
body, but specific instructions on how to care for our 
bodies are not evident. 

“It's not like Jesus took his disciples aside and 
told them to exercise," says Moroz. But as she dug 
deeper, she noticed many references to what are 
referred to in her field as activities of daily living. 

“While there are no Scripture references with 
specific exercise recommendations, Scripture 
teaches us how to move and be active by example,” 
says Moroz. She found that Scripture describes 
people walking everywhere, sometimes for days, to 
reach a destination. People also had active work as 
farmers, shepherds, fisherman and homemakers 
with no automation. 

“Biblical movement can be summed up in 
today's terms as daily regular, moderate-intensity 
activity with bouts of high intensity throughout 
the day. With this in mind, my latest research 
determined that activities of daily living, like walking 


_* 


at our usual pace, cleaning, grocery shopping, 
ascending and descending stairs, all produced 
physiological responses that promote health such 
as elevated cardiorespiratory function, muscle 
metabolism and brain blood flow in older healthy 
adults. These activities that impact numerous 
body systems are part of redemption.” 

In addition to finding instruction through 
Scripture, Moroz also believes that we can receive 
God-designed signals when our bodies are 
functioning well. 

“Some of God's messages are ingrained 
in creational structure and are not subtle,” she 
says. “For example, regular exercise training or 
sport energizes us, elevates our mood, improves 
cognition and sleep, as well as muscle strength 
and cardiorespiratory fitness and therefore 
performance. We learn this connection of exercise 
and well-being by our own experience and that 
of others and research results in the literature. 

All of these | see as signals from God that we are 
exercising in a way that promotes his creation order, 
moving us in a positive redemptive direction." 

But listening to our bodies for signals on how to 
care for them also requires caution, discernment and 
self control. Dr. Lorenzo Love, assistant professor of 
kinesiology and physical education, notes that eating 
certain foods may provide comfort, but that's not 
always a signal to keep eating them. 

“Many people find happiness and comfort 
in eating,” he says. “God isn't seeking after your 
happiness, he wants your holiness.” 

So while taking care of our bodies through good 
nutrition and exercise can be redemptive, glorifying 
God with our bodies is also about keeping them holy. 

“God made us stewards of creation 
and our bodies are part of creation,” says 
Love. “We should be looking after them 

properly ... staying within the boundaries of 
our bodies and using them appropriately.” 


One Body, Many Parts 


God created the integration of body, 
mind and spirit, says Moroz, referencing 
Genesis 2:7. Thus we are holistic beings, 
body, mind and spirit interactive and 
interdependent as one. 
“Each part influences the other,” 
she says. “There are a multitude of 
examples of this connection in 
research literature. Research 
supports this integration.” 


Uniquely Prepared 
for Service 


Faculty and staff at Redeemer come at research, teaching and 
coaching from a Christian perspective, integrating a Reformed 
Christian worldview into their work. As a result, Redeemer students 
are uniquely prepared to act as guides in partnership with God to 
redeem the body through these programs: 


Kinesiology 


Optimize health and performance and 
prevent injury and illness by understanding 
human movement in all its complexities and 
applications. 


Health Sciences 


Study health and its impact on populations, 
and personal and societal health and 
well-being. 


Physical Education 


Learn about movement from the perspective 
of physiology, anatomy, psychology, sociology, 
biomechanics, lifestyle and behaviour 


Recreation Therapy 


Provide service to and advocate for 
individuals with physical, mental, social, 
behavioural or emotional limitations. 
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Moroz describes the neural brain-gut connection or axis as 
a well-known example of how the spiritual and physical are 
interconnected. “Thoughts and emotions impact our physical beings, 
in this case the gut. | think we can relate to the physical discomfort 
associated with worry, for example, that is in opposition to God's will. It is 
a way that God signals to us when we are not aligned with him.” 

Moroz points to the connection Paul makes in Rom. 12:1 between 
soul and body when he says, "Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, 
in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.” 

Dr. Jane Sinden, associate professor of kinesiology and physical 
education, comes at her research and teaching from a social science 
perspective. Having competed as a rower, she intimately knows the 
connectedness of body, mind and spirit. While an elite athlete, Sinden 
experienced the pressure of a weigh-in sport, always fighting to see the 
correct numbers on the scale in order to participate in competition. This 
pattern led to her struggle with bulimia. 


"WE'RE HOLISTIC AND WE'RE WHOLE; WE'RE 
SPIRITUAL BEINGS AS WELL. GOD GIVES US 
THE TOOLS TO PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT OUR 
BODIES NEED." 


“It ended up being a lot about a release of stress. It was a really stressful 
environment environment in which | felt | had to stay within those body 
standards,” she says. “I was seeking an identity through my body. It was 
perfectionism ... What | was seeking was success in sport to give me peace 
and joy through my body. In the end, | was actually destroying my body on the 
inside and on the outside. Because | was so fixated on the identity of the body, 
| didn't care how unhealthy it was," she says of her eating disorder. 

Sinden has seen many athletes take exercise and competitive sport to 
unhealthy levels. 
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“We can start to really disconnect 
ourselves from our bodies ... seeing our 
bodies as machines, as opposed to 
seeing them how God sees them. We're 
holistic and we're whole; we're spiritual 
beings as well. God gives us the tools to 
pay attention to what our bodies need.” 


Identity in Christ 


As Redeemer's director of athletics, 
James Kryger believes that intention 
in sport and exercise Is critical. He 
thinks everything in creation has the 

ability to reflect God's glory, including 

our bodies and what we do with them. 
Not understanding or embracing one's 
calling, purpose or platform in sports and 
exercise can cause one to lose the Kingdom focus 
of their created body. He is concerned with how 
exercise and sport in today's growing self-focused 
environment have led to a particular crisis of identity. 


“Inherently, there's nothing wrong with chasing r 
success or desiring victory, but when we as his = 
creation elevate these pursuits above Kingdom 7 


success, we can quickly lose sight of our calling to 
be Christ-centred athletes 

or participants,” Kryger 
says. "We always 
caution our 
athletes 

that chasing 
success and 
victory alone can 
easily become 
obsessive or even an idol 
when that pursuit lacks a 
Kingdom perspective and a true 
understanding of its created 

purpose as worship.” 

In her work, Sinden has 
explored the concept of identity and 
how it can contribute to redeeming 
the body. "My work looks at how we 
get away from a performance-based 
identity onto a Christ [-centred] identity 
and redeeming our bodies through 
recognizing that we are children of God 
first and athletes second.” 

For Sinden, redeeming her body 
was a healing process during which she 
determined the reasons why she had sought 
perfection through her body and then allowed 


God to heal her. “It's Christ who is redeeming the 
body. We can't do it without him. We need the 
healing regeneration of Jesus inside.” 

Our emotions are a gift from God, Sinden says, to 
help lead us to healing on the inside, connecting our 
body with our thoughts and feelings at the deep level 
of the heart. She references Psalm 51:6, where David 
says, “Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.” 

“It is in the inward parts of our heart that we will 
grow in wisdom,” she says. "And the way to the heart 
is through our emotions and feelings." 

As amentor, she's been able to pass onto 
others her hard-earned wisdom. When a student 
approaches her about an issue with their body, she 
always takes them back to their walk with Christ and 
how they're leaning on the Lord. “Are they seeing 
themselves how God sees them? Sometimes there is 
healing that needs to take place ... We need to listen 
to the Lord and allow him to help us unpack it. He's 
there waiting for us.” 
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To Serve and to Glorify 


Ultimately, God created each of us to serve and glorify him. We can't do 
that without the use of our physical bodies. 

“Our bodies are how we do service to God,” says Love. "Whatever God 
is calling us to, we have to use our bodies. We can be more able to live 
that out if our bodies are healthy.” 

Sinden echoes this with a sense of gratitude for how far she has come. 
“Partnering with God is appreciating our bodies in the way that God does, 
being thankful for our bodies ... and doing everything we can to keep 
them as healthy as we can," she says. “I'm in a place where | feel very free 
about what | look like and who | am. All | care about is being healthy, being 
able to get out of bed, to function every day and to serve the Lord the best 
| can using my body. 

“When we take care of ourselves, we're trusting God. We trust him 
with who we are and our identities, and how he sees us over what we 
think of ourselves. | still have to preach to myself sometimes when |'m 
critical of my body. If you knew where | was and you know where | am 
now, that's his glory. When we can break from what the world says, and 
we live out what God is saying in our lives through our bodies, that's 
giving him glory every day.” 
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STUDY BUDDIES 


Students find strength 
in numbers at the Night 
Against Procrastination 
last fall. 
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Seeking 


Global Justice 


A fourth-year international 
development student 

is already putting her 
Redeemer education to work 
for a community in Africa. 


UTH VAN VLIET looked at 
several university international 
development programs before settling 
on Redeemer for her degree. “I talked 
to a number of people in my field who had gone 
to different universities and they all told me to 
get a Christian education for international 
development specifically,’ she says, emphasizing 
Redeemer’s key difference, a focus on both the 
economics and holistic well-being of people, 
in its international development program. 


Van Vliet has been pleased to find that this advice 
has rung true in her experience. Through her Core 
courses, she has gained a broad understanding of 
so many areas that have helped her understand 
the world and how to be instrumental in bringing 
God's justice to it. 


She’s also been able to apply many concepts and 
things learned from her international development 
courses to real world situations. For the last year 
or so, Van Vliet has been volunteering as a board 
member with the Canadian Reformed World Relief 
Fund (CRWREP), a charitable organization based in 
the Federation of Canadian Reformed Churches 
that presents an avenue for members of supporting 
churches to respond to the needs of their distant 
neighbours. 


Each board member at CRWRF takes on a different 
project. Van Vliet has taken on a community 
development project in Busia, Kenya, a small city 
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about 450 km northwest of Nairobi. She matches Canadian 
families with families in Busia. The Canadian families act as 
sponsors similar to popular child sponsorship programs, 
but the families in Busia join support groups where they 
can pitch business ideas, acquire knowledge about health 
and safety, and learn about ways to boost education in the 
community such as agricultural practices and techniques. 
They learn from one another and they have leaders come 

to the group to teach them and encourage them in different 
topics. Children also participate in groups to think about ways 
to help their communities. 


“It’s effective because it helps people to think as a community. 
In this way they can learn from each other and build each other 
up, so that the community can grow and flourish? says Van 
Vliet, adding that the program also ensures the participation of 
the children in the community, so that vulnerable children are 
built up for the next generation. 


“It’s effective because it helps 
people to think as a community. 
In this way they can learn from 
each other and build each other 
up, so that the community can 
grow and flourish.” 


Once participants in Busia learn skills, techniques and various 
aspects of how to help their community, they can set up a small 
business with the help of a microfinance loan program using 
money from a CRWRF seed fund. 


“These finances will help bolster the community,’ she says. “And 
because it’s set up as a microfinance loan, it’s something that 
will be sustainable for the community.” 


This past summer, Van Vliet had the opportunity to expand her 
experience with CRWRF. She paused her work with the board 
to take on an internship through Redeemer’s Career Centre, 
during which she learned more about the internal workings 


of the organization. She was able to help with promotional 
aspects including videos and scripts on how CRWREF operates, so 


churches, schools and donors can better understand what they do. 


She also created a project selection and evaluation framework 
to assist the board in making decisions about what projects 
they will support. This involved researching and interviewing 
experts in the field. 


“Now if there is board member turnover, the new board members 
have a place to start from; she says. This project was particularly 
exciting for Van Vliet because she was able to apply skills and 
knowledge from her Redeemer courses and watch as the board 
used her work to select projects to support, improving board 
efficiency at the same time. 


Redeemer’s program has continued to stand out for Van Vliet, 
taking a global approach to improving societal systems and 
structures as a way of helping to bring God’s justice to the world. 


“It’s been so amazing to see that there's hope for the world. 

A lot of my classes are focusing on incredibly tough topics 
and you just realize how much the world is hurting ... But at 
the end of each course, it can always be brought back to how 
God is holding it together, how he is going to sustain his people 
and how his justice will ultimately be carried out by people 
who are going into the world and trying to solve these issues. 
It’s something that I wouldn’t have been able to experience at 
other universities. It would be incredibly heartbreaking not to 
understand God’s story and plan through all these hardships. 
Without that, I don't know if I would even be able to study 
international development.” © 
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Come, 
Follow Me 


AVE YOU EVER 
noticed how Jesus 
disproportionately 
invested in a few close 
friends, when he could have focused 
on trying to reach hundreds, if not 
thousands? That small group of 
disciples became a nexus for his 
teaching and training, and learned 
how to do life from Jesus. They 
shared an intentional life together 
and it changed their lives and the 
lives of those around them. 


In a complex, uncertain world where 
many young people are struggling 
with or even walking away from their 
faith, chaplain Josiah Bokma has 
found a way to help students deepen 
their discipleship and be prepared to 
help others grow in their faith. 


“Barely hanging onto faith and 
staying within the four walls of the 
church is not enough,’ Bokma says. 
“Students long to be called into 
radical discipleship, where the bar is 
not lowered but raised.” 


When he came to Redeemer, his 
desire was to directly invest in 
students’ lives, but he noticed the 
power gap of the chapel office and 
auditorium stage. Through this 


discipleship model he has been 
able to disproportionately invest 
in students who are eager to grow 
spiritually, and also to watch the 
cascading effect of how what is 
learned spills out into the lives of 
those around them. 


The program, known to students as 
Huddle, has grown to eight groups. 
Each individual group contains a 
leader, a co-leader and six to eight 
other students. Students typically 
participate for three semesters, first 
as a participant, then as a co-leader 
and then as a leader, helping to grow 
the number of total groups. 


A typical Huddle meeting consists 
of prayer, a spiritual check-in 

with group members, Scripture 
reading and practices and postures 
of discipleship. Prayer takes the 
form of a psalm, simple gratitude 
and praise or silence. Checking 

in allows time to hear how God 

is moving and working in group 
members’ lives. Scripture reading 
often takes the form of lectio divina 
(Latin for divine reading), which 
involves hearing a passage read 
multiple times with prompts for 
the listeners to be invited into what 
God is saying to them. Finally, a 
practice of discipleship is taught 
one week, and the next week it is 
reviewed. 


Rieneke Helder, a second-year 
kinesiology student and Huddle co- 
leader, recounts a practice that was 
particularly meaningful to her. 


“We talked about abiding, how 
there are different seasons of 
the Christian faith, and about the 
consistency of God in the midst 
of our changing posture towards 
him,’ she says. The seasons of 
the Christian faith were likened 
to the four seasons, each one 
being different, and some more 
comfortable than others. 


“In each season, there’s a posture of abiding that we can take 
regardless of what it looks like God is doing in our lives. It was 
so significant for me because I had been frustrated that there 
wasn't necessarily fruit from my faith that I wanted to be seeing 
... We talked about the winter season and how it’s unproductive 
and uncomfortable.” She remembers the image of a blanket 

of snow and how much is happening underneath that you 

can't see. “It feels like it’s worthless and really long, but it’s so 
important for all of the other seasons to have seasons of winter. 
As soon as that language was given to me, I could mark the 
moment that it clicked ... and how much that affected how I saw 
my faith in the coming months.” 


Isaiah Thornback, a fourth-year youth ministry and physical 
education student and Huddle leader, says he’s been able to 
have unique faith experiences that have set Huddle apart from 
his previous experiences. 


“It exposes us to so many different ways to interact with the 
Word and pray in a way that just totally expands our friendship 
with Jesus,” he says. Thornback has benefitted from learning to 
listen more to what God is saying and to discern and process 
things in a group setting. 


“It exposes us to so many different 
ways to interact with the Word 
and pray in a way that just totally 
expands our friendship with Jesus.” 


“There’s space and there’s strength; people need both of those. 
They need space to bring what’s hard and what's really going on, 
and strength to be poured into them in areas that are difficult 
or where they're growing weary.’ He likens the strength found 
in Huddle to coals that are piled together and how they stay 
warmer longer than a piece of coal by itself. 


Before coming to Redeemer, Thornback says he was struggling 
to see his worth. “Through this experience, I’ve learned that 
God loves to work through me. It’s hard to see myself as worthy 
of that ... But he’s been pleased to show me: ‘Isaiah, I am working 
through you to make a difference in people’s lives, to really help 
them grow and youre a faithful vessel for me. Don’t undermine 
that. Don’t undervalue yourself’ That’s something my heart 
really needs to hear” 


Thornback is grateful to have had the opportunity to learn and 
grow from the program. He references a quote by philosopher 
Dallas Willard that states that Christians shouldn't just try to 
follow Jesus, they should train to do so. “Huddle is an awesome 
place to get the tools to do that” @ 
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Flying 
High 


Thanks to a recent co-op 
placement, fourth-year 
business-marketing student 
Stephen Goossen is seeing 
his future career take shape. 


TEPHEN GOOSSEN’S 
CO-OP placement was, without a 
doubt, an important milestone of his 
university education. Most importantly, 
it also brought him one step closer to achieving a 
long-held dream. 


“I'm pursuing a degree at Redeemer because 

I wanted to be challenged academically and 
spiritually,” he says. “I liked the idea of working in 
business, but my end goal is to be an airline pilot. 
During my placement, I worked a lot of overtime 
because I was so emotionally invested” 


Goossen worked at Jetport, a private aircraft 
management, charter and maintenance company 
in Mount Hope, Ontario. As the commercial 
support analyst, he assisted each department and 
thus relied on nearly every facet of his Redeemer 
business education. 


“Previously, Jetport operated mainly on word- 
of-mouth marketing, so I ended up creating 


“I’m pursuing a degree 
at Redeemer because 

I wanted to be challenged 
academically and 
spiritually.” 
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the majority of its first social media accounts,’ he explains. 

“l implemented almost everything I learned in my digital 
marketing course at Redeemer, such as search engine 
optimization and which types of content best suit each social 
media platform. My marketing communications course came 
into play when I worked on the social media marketing plan 
with Jetport’s president and commercial director. I also used 
a bit of accounting when I worked with the accountants on 
aircraft annual reports.” 


The wide-ranging facets of Goossen’s experience were largely 
due to Jetport being a smaller company. Although grateful, 

he didn’t expect to take on so many important tasks, notably 
when he was put in charge of finding a new customer 
relationship management (CRM) system. 


“From the time I started until I left, 1 researched and tried 
out different CRM systems. I presented the best one to my 
bosses, and they're using it now. With very little experience 
in the industry, I was surprised to be given so much trust and 
responsibility. It means a lot” 


With his second co-op term coming up this summer, Goossen is 
hoping to secure another position at an airline. While he didn’t 
necessarily need to study at Redeemer to pursue his goals, he 
remains glad that he is doing so. 


“If I can’t fly because of medical issues or for any other reason, 

I'll have my business degree to fall back on. Aside from that, the 
opportunity at Jetport allowed me to gain knowledge and build 
connections that have set me up for the next couple of years in 
what I hope will be my career” @ 


Expressing 
Worship 


Student senate hosted 

a unique creative event last 
fall that took worship outside 
traditional expressions. 


HE WORD WORSHIP can bring to 
mind a wide variety of things. For some, it brings 
images of singing and playing instruments in a 
traditional worship service. For others, it’s 
something that can be expressed through every facet of life, 
work and play. 


Student senate’s spiritual events committee sought to 
broaden students’ experience of worship last fall with 
a creative worship event dubbed Express. 


“We serve such a complex God,” says Ruth Adovelande, 

a member of the organizing committee. “He expresses 
himself in so many ways. Thinking we have to worship him 
in certain ways is a narrow way of thinking about worship.” 
She says the committee wanted to foster and encourage 
worship in a variety of ways. 


The event brought together a number of creative stations: 
journaling, painting, drawing and prayer. Participants were 

free to move from station to station or just choose what they 
preferred. There was an opportunity to submit prayer requests 
and materials were available to create artwork or written pieces. 


Iris Filip, an event participant, says she grew up with music 
at the centre of her life. 


“Art hasn’t ever been something I would go to as a form 

of worship. I haven't really had much practice. It was a new 
experience for me ... a learning experience. It helped me 

to recognize that there are other forms of worship available 
to us that are just as valid. They can help us worship and 
connect with God in different ways.” 


Emma Sumner, a third-year student who also helped to organize 
the event, says she isn’t naturally inclined to think about worship 
creatively either. Her work on the event, as well as her recent 


“Tt was 

a new 
experience 
for me... 

a learning 
experience. 
It helped me 
to recognize 
that there 
are other 
forms of 
worship 
available 

to us that 
are just as 
valid.” 


coursework have allowed her to 
give it more thought. 


“I have been challenged by that 
lately,’ she says, adding that 

her Understanding Our World 
Through the Arts course has 
made her think about productivity 
versus beauty. “God is self- 
sufficient. He doesn’t need us, but 
he created. Art doesn’t have to 

be useful ... Art can just exist for 
beauty and that is enough” 


Sebastian Caldwell, student senate’s 
spiritual events coordinator, has 
been making a concerted effort to 
branch out and get creative with 
spiritual events this year. 


“What’s beautiful about worship 
is that everything in life can be an 
act of worship, even breathing,” 
he says. “Creative work, beautiful 
works of art, you can do it all 

for the glory of God. By being 
creative youre able to reflect the 
talents that God has given you. 
Youre also able to reflect him ... 
as God himself is a creator.” @ 
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Redeemer voices 


Jahleel Browne is pursuing his degree 
in digital media and production. His faith 
gives him a sense of peace and a fervent 


desire to share the Gospel. 


Home Base 


| was born on the Caribbean 
island of Barbados. 


lam studying digital media and 
production here at Redeemer. 
This is my second year. 


Stimulating Subject Matter 


Honestly, the most interesting 
thing | have learned at 
Redeemer is the conversations 


“Asan 
international 
student entering 
into anew 
culture, |have 
found the 
community at 
Redeemer so 
refreshing and 
joyful. | honestly 
feel honoured to 
bea partof it.” 
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and different thoughts of 
philosophers in history. 
Their viewpoints and beliefs 
are captivating, even when 

| do not agree with them. 


| wouldn't say this is unique 
about me per se, but | think 
God has blessed me with 

the gifts of peace and having 
patience and calmness amidst 
troubles and in any situation. 

| love to reference Ephesians 
4:1-6 in this regard. | love the 
entire chapter in general. 


My faith was particularly 
meaningful to me over 

the summer, when! had a 
conversation with someone 
was working with about my 
aith. They were of another faith, 
and this encounter forced me 
to answer the question of why 
believe in Christ. | was able to 
relay that to this coworker, and it 
encouraged me to delve deeper 
into my faith and Scripture in 
order to continue adding to my 
spiritual well being, In turn, this 


will help me fulfill my duty 
as a Christian to spread the 
Gospel of Christ. 


In Conversation with Christ 


When | meet Jesus face 

to face, | would like to ask him 
about the stars, the cosmos 
and cool information about the 
universe that we as humans 
could probably never know 

in our current state. 


Redeemer Love 


y favourite thing about 
Redeemer is the community. It's 
a cliché answer, | know, but that 
is probably the case because 
its positive impact on students’ 
ives Is indeed widely felt. As an 
international student entering 
into a new culture, | have found 
the community at Redeemer so 
refreshing and joyful. | honestly 
eel honoured to be a part of it. 
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Keeping the Faith 


Fourth-year student-athlete Avery 
Johnston, winner of the NCCAA Joe 
& Q Harding Award, recounts how 
she’s been carried by God's wisdom 
through an unexpected personal trial. 


VERY JOHNSTON'S ROYALS journey began when she 
was four years old and kicking around a soccer ball. “I come from an 
athletic family, so I think I was always going to play some type of 
sport,’ she says. “The kids on my street played soccer, and I looked 
up to them, so I started playing in a house league.” 


Since joining the Redeemer Royals women’s soccer team in her first year, Johnston 
discovered that, along with the obvious physical benefits, being a student-athlete 
has noticeably contributed to her spiritual life. 


“We pray before every game and do team devotionals, and my coaches check up 
on me regarding my faith and how I’m doing,’ she explains. “They want us to grow 
as people as opposed to just growing in talent on the field” 


Johnston assumed that soccer would remain a constant in her life. However, that 
reality became tenuous in March 2021. 


anes 


“I was diagnosed with juvenile 
arthritis when I was 10. It was 
under control and didn't affect 
my playing abilities at all until 
last March. My knee started 

to swell, and I was on a surgery 
waitlist because none of my 
medications were working. 

I received joint injections in 
my knee, but I was still in a lot 
of pain” 


Due to her condition, Johnston 
entered her final year at 
Redeemer unsure if she’d be able 
to rejoin the team. This led to a 
painful wrestling with her faith. 


“I felt pretty hopeless, and I don’t 
think I really trusted God. I knew 
that he could heal me and help 
me play again, but that wasn’t 
happening. I kind of just threw 
my hands up and accepted that 

I wouldn't be able to do what 

I love in my final season at 
Redeemer?’ 


However, it soon became 

clear that God was working 
purposefully behind the 
scenes. Instead of having to 
give up soccer altogether, 
Johnston was moved from her 
previous position of mid-field 
to third back-up goalkeeper. 
Along with being more suitable 
to her limited running abilities, 
it was a saving grace for the 
team as both of their starting 
goalkeepers were concussed. 


“WE PRAY BEFORE EVERY 
GAME AND DO TEAM 
DEVOTIONALS, AND MY 
COACHES CHECK UP ON ME 
REGARDING MY FAITH AND 
HOW I'M DOING.” 


“I played for a week and it went unexpectedly well” she says. “It ended up being 
the most fun I’ve ever had playing soccer, and it was all because I had that injury 
to begin with. God worked things out way better than I could’ve imagined. The 
whole story taught me that, when the mountain in front of me won't move, God’s 
purposes are way better than mine, and who am | to doubt what he’s doing in 
my life? I later got another joint injection in my knee and was able to play in my 
regular position for the remainder of the season” 


This past year, Johnston was the recipient of the 2022 National Christian 
College Athletic Association (NCCAA) Joe & Q Harding Award for Division 

I Women’s Soccer. The award is named after former NCCAA soccer coaches 

Joe and Carol “Q” Harding, who consistently demonstrated encouragement 

and integrity while leading their teams to multiple victories. According to the 
NCCAA website, Johnston was selected for her perseverance through adversity 
and devotion to fostering a team culture “where everyone, no matter skill, ability 
or talent, felt incredibly loved and included.” These efforts further extend to her 
off-campus activities with Athletes in Action (AIA), a not-for-profit Christian 
sports ministry whose mission is to develop the whole athlete through the 
integration of faith, life and sport. Johnston has written devotions for AIA and 


helped run many of their soccer 
camps across Ontario. 


When asked about her thoughts 
on receiving the award, Johnston's 
attitude of humility and gratitude 
was a true testament to her 
character. 


“I'm extremely honoured 

and humbled to even have 

been considered, she says. 

“I have no words for how my 
teammates, coaches and other 
members of the athletics staff 
have influenced my life and 
helped me through the toughest 
times. All the credit really goes 
to them.” 
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Heidi de Vries ‘05 is 
presented with the 
2022 Distinguished 
Alumni Award at 

a reception on 
October 1, 2022. 


DISTINGUISHED 
ALU NY 
AWARD 20292 
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Equipped 
to Serve 


Xe) Uu IS Da u p h n ‘ 08 Louis Dauphin ’08 would never have 
is u Sj n g h is Ss ki [ Is imagined being where he is today. 


With dreams to work in education 


an d exp e ri ence and a career that began in teaching, Dauphin’s 


appointment as the new director of parks, 


recreation and culture at the City of Mission 
to tackle a new 


in BC last June is not something he would have 


challenge leading the ci caiealaiinibe Leal 
parks, recreation and 


“It’s been an adventure, but a welcome one,” he 


cu It ure d e p a rt me nt says of the transition to his new role. “I've really 


appreciated my time here and feel that I’m 


at the City of starting to hit my stride’ 


iS = It has required a significant move for Dauphin and 
Mission, BC. 


his wife, from Toronto, where he was director of 
athletics for York University’s Glendon Campus 
for six years, to a new province and a growing city 
where they had no prior connections. 


Dauphin sees so much potential for the area 
he is now leading. With a rapidly growing city 
comes new opportunities for program growth 
and the creation of new events and activities 


“It’s been an adventure, 
- but a welcome one... 

I've really appreciated 

my time here and feel 

that I’m starting to 

hit my stride.” 
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Abishek Varghese '20 is putting 
his digital media and production 
education to work in his new 
role at Muskoka Bible Centre. 


S AN INTERNATIONAL 
student from India, Abishek Varghese ’20 
made friendships and connections and 
developed an appreciation for community 
during his time at Redeemer. 


“Redeemer was my first introduction to Canada,” he says. 
“It helped me to settle into the culture” 


He says the opportunities for connection socially and 
spiritually at the university were plentiful and it’s something 
he’s now appreciating about his new workplace as well. 


“Muskoka Bible Centre (MBC) has that same sense of 
community and I’m really grateful for that” 


Since September, Varghese has been working as MBC’s 


marketing and media coordinator. He's been able to 
dive into the role developing photo, video and written 
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content for its social media channels, and promoting 
camps, programs, retreats and the conference centre 
to churches, youth groups and other audiences. He's 
also involved in taking photos for MBC’s magazine and 
working on its new podcast. 


Joining MBC’s staff has helped him answer a question 
that has come up for him many times: How will he use 
a career in media for God? 


“This role really helped me to put that into action,’ 

he says. One of his favourite parts of the job has 

been interviewing retreat guests and hearing their 
experiences. “It’s always good to hear what people 
have gained out of a retreat. Even very small actions 
can change people’s lives and lead them to God. I get 
the privilege of capturing that and showing it to people 
who are willing to come to a retreat and give their lives 
to God. That’s been very exciting” 


“Redeemer was my first 
introduction to Canada... 
It helped me to settle into 
the culture.” 


“They showed us how as 
storytellers we can tell 
someone else’s story when 
we haven't experienced it.” 


Working in marketing, Varghese says there can be 

a temptation to lose focus and get caught up in bottom- 
line thinking. With the overall goal of increasing the 
number of people that come to MBC to participate in 
programs, retreats and camps, it can be easy to prioritize 
revenue over what really matters. 


“How do we keep the focus on God and not just 

revenue? That’s been challenging and will continue to be 
challenging?’ he says, reflecting on the need to frequently 
remind himself of the greater purpose of glorifying God 
through media and storytelling. 


Through his work at MBC so far and through his courses 
in digital media and production at Redeemer, Varghese is 
keenly aware of the influence he can have through video 
production and other forms of storytelling. 
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The professors at Redeemer encouraged him and his 
classmates to find ways to tell stories in unique and 
different ways. “They encouraged us to find our style.” 


But even more important has been the consideration of the 
power of point of view when telling someone else's story. 


“They showed us how as storytellers we can tell someone 
else's story when we haven't experienced it or when we are 
borrowing it and showing it to the world. The professors 
really encouraged us to find that balance? He often 
remembers the encouragement he received in the classroom 
to consider the story that he sees, and how he portrays it 
to others. “Where do you place your camera? What do you 
want others to see? Everytime I film something, those are 
the questions that come to mind. I can see everything, but 
where I put the camera is what others will see. What am 

I trying to showcase? What story am I trying to tell? 

What I am showing and how is it influencing others?” 


Varghese remains grateful for the unique opportunity 
he had to attend a Christian university in Canada. 


“Redeemer is a place with a lot of potential for your personal 
and spiritual growth, but it definitely comes down to how 
you as a student use those opportunities. Even in the classes, 
youre getting a very different kind of experience from a lot 
of other students; Varghese says of the integration of the 
Christian worldview into Redeemer’s academics. “I think 
that really helped me to find that path I wanted to pursue. 

It definitely comes down to how you respond to things and 
how you take in what youre offered” @ 
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ROM JULY 1 to December 31, 2022, 


FAMILY GATHERINGS 


GROUP MEMBERS: Jerome and Natalie de 
Schiffert, Josh de Schiffert '17, Kristen de Schiffert, 
Taylor de Schiffert '20 and Rachel Hoekstra '18 


Josh and Taylor de Schiffert attended Redeemer 
for their undergraduate and bachelor of education 
degrees. Taylor de Schiffert met his wife, Rachel 
Hoekstra, at Redeemer. While not an alum herself, 
Josh de Schiffert's wife, Kristen de Schiffert, lived with 
him in independent housing during their first year of 
marriage. Both boys also played on the Redeemer 
Royals men's basketball team, and their parents, 


= 6 


PLR CATE | 
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Jerome and Natalie de Schiffert, made sure to attend 
every home and away game. Their family traditions 
include planning getaways, spending time with other 
alumni and playing competitive games, all while remi- 
niscing about fond Redeemer memories. 


Redeemer ran the alumni campaign 
“Tees for Your Tradition." To celebrate 
the lifelong friendships made during their 
university days, alumni had the opportunity to 
submit their traditions in exchange for a free 
alumni t-shirt commemorating the university's 
AOth anniversary. Take a look at some of the 
unique traditions that they and their families 
participate in. 


REUNITING “THE FRANCE LADIES” 


GROUP MEMBERS: Cheryl Ritskes '15, Cheryl Paul '14, Justine 
Van Bolhuis '14, Rachel De Jager '15 (not pictured), Shailene Norg '15 
(not pictured), Erin Koning '14 and Sara Brice-Elion '14 


“The France Ladies” bonded during their time abroad for Redeemer's 
Semester in France program. Together, they travelled through France 
and other parts of Europe, attended classes and held soirées every 
Friday night. Since then, they've continued to see one another once 
or twice a year to camp, go to the beach, visit each other's homes and 
celebrate Christmas. In recent years, these get-togethers have also in- 
cluded their children. Throughout the rest of the year, the ladies keep 
in touch via a Facebook group, where they share life updates and the 
occasional funny or interesting article about the French language. 
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FOAMFEST AND OTHER GATHERINGS 


GROUP MEMBERS: Jessica (DeVries) VanGeest '06, 

Kari (Hoekstra) DeGraaf '07, Maria (Vanderploeg) VanBenthem 
'07, Amy (Speelman) Vanderwier '08, Jen Hoogendam, Elissa 
(Wildeboer) VanBerkel, Melanie Kiers and Chelsie Vanderwier 
(not pictured) 


Throughout the past few summers, this group has participated in 
FoamFest, an event that combines a 5k race, obstacle course and a whole 
lot of mud and soap foam. Along with their spouses, they also spend a lot of 
time together going on camping and canoe trips, hosting Christmas and 
New Year's Eve parties and attending regular game nights. Reminiscing 
about their time at Redeemer and celebrating significant milestones en- 
sure that they remain a constant presence in each other's lives. 


ANNUAL CAMPING TRIP 


GROUP MEMBERS: Alexa White '21, Claire 
Semelhago '21, Kristina Renwick '21, Carraugh 
Brouwer '22 and Emily Bootsma '22 


This group of science students solidified their friend- 
ship through many hours of classes, homework and 


labs. Now that they've al 


graduated and moved to 


different parts of the province, they've carved out 


intentional time together 
trip. Although the location 
commodate everyone, wh 


through a yearly camping 
changes each year to ac- 
at remains the same is the 


rekindled joy and fellowship that comes through a 


weekend of swimming, p 
s'mores. Since Brouwer 


aying games and making 
is pursuing her graduate 


studies at UBC, there's a good chance that their trips 


will become interprovincial. 


REGULAR CATCH-UPS 
AND A WEDDING 


GROUP MEMBERS: Patrick Ciaramella '20, 
Christine Vrbensky '20, Cheryl Pokocky '20, 
Paisley Spring '20, Frankie Cerino '20, Alex 
Desantis '20, Claudia Calvise '20, Tesla Filice '20 
and Tracy Cooper '20 


The story of these friends, which began at Redeemer 
in 2018, now features a wedding. They were all pur- 
suing their education degrees before graduating in 
2020. Along the way, Ciaramella and Vrbensky start- 
ed dating and married in December 2022. Coming 
together for the wedding was a sweet reminder of 
how much the group enjoyed learning and growing 
together. They continue to keep in touch and share 
stories from their teaching experiences. 
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Alumni and their families 
show off their alumni tees 
while participating in a 
variety of traditions with 
friends met and relationships 
built while at Redeemer. 


We'll look out for you. 
It’s what families do. 


The path to savings starts 
with a quote through Deeks. 


Since we began in 198] Deeks Insurance has always treated 
our customers like family. Deeks provides Redeemer 
University alumni, faculty & staff access to preferred 
rates on home and auto insurance, 24/7 emergency claims 


support, and friendly customer service. 


Call Deeks for a home or auto insurance quote today at 


1.855.633.1964 


or visit deeksinsurance.ca 


Redeemer 
University 


Proud to partner with 


deeks 


INSURANCE 


Where Family Mattors 


Deeks Insurance is a tradename of D.L. Deeks Insurance Services Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary and operates as Deeks Insurance Services in British 
Columbia. Home and auto policies underwritten exclusively by Unifund Assurance Company (“Unifund”). Car insurance coverage not available in BC, MB or SK. 
Home and car insurance coverage not available in QC, NWT, NU, or YK. Deeks Insurance and Unifund share common ownership. Eligibility requirements, 
limitations, exclusions or additional costs may apply, and/or may vary by province. Deeks Insurance and logo is a trademark of D.L Deeks Insurance Services Inc. 


ONE PERSON’S 
TRASH 


Dr. Vahagn Asatryan 
works with students 

at a trash hacking event 
in the Innovation Centre 
to use design thinking 
principles to create 
solutions for real-world 
problems and build 
early prototypes out 

of trash. 


Bound to 
Our Neighbour 


Dr. Daniel Lee Hill, the 
2022 Emerging Public 
Intellectual Award winner, 
finds a hopeful example 
in Christian abolitionists. 


ITH JUST ONE look at the news app on your phone, 

you'll take in a host of seemingly insurmountable issues 

involving race, religion and social structures. Dr. Daniel Lee 

Hill, however, finds himself emboldened to face them by the 
inspiring actions of figures of the past. His upcoming book, Gospel 
Freedom, aims to detail the struggles and achievements of 19th-century 
Christian abolitionists. 


“I’m trying to illustrate what [abolitionists] did in a time when they had 
limited social agency and rights of citizenship and show how we can 
learn from them as we attempt to formulate an evangelical account 

of public life,” he says. 


In particular, Hill is teasing out the ideas of three abolitionary leaders: 
William Still, Maria Stewart and David Ruggles. 


“Although they're not as well known in contemporary times, they were 
very influential in their day,’ he says. “In an era when they're told they 
can't do anything, they refuse to accept that proposition. William Still, for 
example, was called ‘The Angel of Philadelphia’ because he helped 1,000 
people get to freedom on the Underground Railroad. Even though he was 


“We can cry out to the Lord and ask 
him to do things like alleviate poverty, 
educate those who are incarcerated or 
whatever the case may be, but we can 
also be used by him to cultivate these 
pockets of renewal.” 


44 resound | SPRING 2023 


offered a chance to go to Canada, 
he was committed to transforming 
things in the US. That challenges 
me because I think about family 
members and neighbours I grew 
up with who need that kind of hope. 
We can cry out to the Lord and 
ask him to do things like alleviate 
poverty, educate those who are 
incarcerated or whatever the case 
may be, but we can also be used 
by him to cultivate these pockets 
of renewal.” 


Long before he decided to pursue 
academic work, Hill held lofty ideals 
of being a missionary. It took some 
rather brutal insight for him to 
change course. 


“Some gracious missionary friends 

told me that I didn’t know anything 
and needed to go to seminary, and 

they were right,’ he recalls. 


But, by the time he finished 
seminary, Hill still didn’t feel 
equipped to wholeheartedly 
serve the church. 


“T like to use the analogy of renovating 
aroom in a house, and youre putting 
up drywall? he says. “You've run out 
of time to finish it, so you've got these 
gaping holes everywhere that you're 
covering with paint and spackle to 
hold you over. I still had questions 

I wanted to think through, and that’s 
what led to me to do a PhD? 


After completing his PhD 
in biblical and 
theological 


We can get caught up in the hustle and bustle of life 
andignore things that don't affect us, or we can 


decide that we're actually bound to our neighbour.” 
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studies, Hill was involved in young adult and college ministries, 
helped found a classical Christian school in Chicago’s west 


side and served as assistant professor of theological studies 
at Dallas Theological Seminary. In August 2022, he took 
the position of assistant professor of Christian theology 
at George W. Truett Seminary at Baylor University. As 
he still longs for answers to enigmatic questions, Hill’s 


research focuses on 21st-century challenges such as race, 


social sin and human embodiment and frailty. His findings 


led to the publishing of his first book, Gathered on the Road 
to Zion: Toward a Free Church Ecclesio-Anthropology, in 
2020. The idea for Gospel Freedom came when the term 
“evangelical” was being heavily debated within the US. 


“There was a lot of conversation about who is 

and isn’t included in the term, if it should be 

retired altogether and the larger responsibility 

of the church,” he explains. “I'd been reading about 
abolitionary figures for my own edification, and they 
have a very different approach to answering this 


question. As runaway, escaped or freeborn slaves who 
identified as evangelical in one form or another, they 


thought that the church had a responsibility to seek 
transformation in society.” 


Gospel Freedom is due to be published later this year 
with Baker Academic. Hill hopes that readers will share 


in his conviction to bring about transformation right where 
they are. 


“We can get caught up in the hustle and bustle of life and 
ignore things that don't affect us, or we can decide 
that we're actually bound to our neighbour. 
Commiting to seeing the good in those 
around us can create a marked 
change in an individual and 


a community's life” r 
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Dr. Sean Schat discusses how leaders 
and organizations can support educators 
with self-care practices in his recently 
published book chapter. 


R. SEAN SCHAT, assistant 
professor of education, says educator 
self care has always been an important 
topic, and the pandemic has made it 
exponentially more complex. “Educators who do 
not sufficiently care for themselves often end up 
unable to care for their students, so it is a personal, 
ethical and professional obligation? says Schat, 
admitting that even so, it can be hard to do. “The 
job will always expand to fill whatever time one is 
willing to give it. And there are always emerging 
needs and details that make the work continuously 


“Educators who do not sufficiently care 
for themselves often end up unable to 
care for their students, so it is a personal, 
ethical and professional obligation.” 
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Creatine a Cult 
of Self Care for 
Educators 


challenging. Some people cannot 
handle this-you are never done, 
and there is always the potential for 
surprises and catastrophes, as well 
as amazing joys, celebrations and 
adventures, of course!” 


Schat says self care is a topic 

that comes up quite naturally in 
his courses at Redeemer. With 
alarming statistics pointing to 
nearly half of all teachers leaving 
the profession in the first five 
years, he doesn’t want his students 
to become part of that group. 


“We believe that self care and 
realistic perceptions about the 
complexity of the profession are 

a key part of our equipping and 
preparing,” says Schat. “One of my 
friends in the profession reminded 
me as I started my work as a teacher: 
find something to do each week that 
pulls you away from the job. I took 
that very seriously, and share it with 
all of our candidates.” 


Schat’s new book chapter, “How Leaders and 
Organizations Can Support Educator Self-Care 
Practices” in Self Care for Educators: Soul- 
Nourishing Practices to Support Wellbeing, 
specifically focuses on the role leaders and 
organizations can play. 


“Some teachers will forget or overlook self care, 
or even believe it is selfish or sinful. So it is a 
leadership and institutional issue as well as an 
individual and personal responsibility. My thesis 
is that educational leaders and educational 
institutions need to recognize this and do things 
to help support the self-care practices of the 
educators they work with” 


He mentions a number of practical things in his 
chapter that leaders and institutions can do to 

set the stage for educator self care. These include 
drawing attention to the nature and impact of 
self-care practices; naming the issue as something 
that matters to the institution; letting educators 
know they are expected to practice self care and 
providing clear rationale; considering possible 
human resource policies that affirm, support and 
provide for educator self care; and protecting 
teacher time to ensure they have the opportunity 
to recharge. Leaders and institutions should also 
ensure that teachers are not islands, but provide 
them the opportunity to interact in a variety of 
ways in order to clearly demonstrate that teaching 
is a shared responsibility and vocation, done in 
community, not in isolation. 


From a Reformed worldview perspective, Schat 
says self care is a redemptive response to the 
realities of sin and brokenness and their impact 
on teachers, students and communities. 


“We need to face sin and brokenness head on, 
and that means we need to be at our best to 

do so. And that means we must take care of 
ourselves. Not ‘we should’ Not ‘it would be a good 
idea’ It is an ethical, relational and professional 
obligation that I believe is very faithful to our 
vocational call” Schat submitted a chapter that 
pulled together both his master’s research (on 
leadership theory and leadership in education) 
and his PhD dissertation (on care theory and 
the communication of care in education). He 
notes that self care is a natural extension of the 
significance of communicating care, ensuring 
that our intentions and actions are consistent. 


He also explores the three primary 
leadership responsibilities he 
identified in his earlier work: 
following God, leading people, 

and doing both in the context of 
fulfilling the organization's mission 
and vision. Supporting the self care 
and wellbeing of educators can and 
should play a key role in each of 
these leadership responsibilities. 


“We need to face sin and 
brokenness head on, and that 
means we need to be at our best 


to do so. And that means we must 


take care of ourselves.” 


“We follow God by ensuring that those 
under our care are doing okay and 
taking care of themselves, because 
we know they need to be well to do 
well. We lead people who work with 
others, and we need them to flourish 
and thrive in order to co-lead and to 
influence those around them. And 
the mission and vision of educational 
institutions is centred around 
identity, growth and development, 
and flourishing and well-being, so 
supporting educator self care has 
obvious significance” @ 


Self Care for 
Sducatovs 


EDITED BY 
CATHY —E. FREYTAG 
PAUL SHOTSBERGER 
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Organ 


Ordination 


Dr. Christiaan Teeuwsen’s 
commitment to the Noordbroek 
Organ Academy in the Netherlands 

is an example of his dedication to the 
organ, God and his vocational calling. 


ANY WHO 

VISIT Redeemer 

University, specifically 

the auditorium, surely 
notice the colossal apparatus 
towering over keynote speakers and 
performers from the shadows near 
the back of the stage. A curious 
decoration to untrained eyes, it is an 
organ, and though rarely used, the 
grand instrument speaks to music 
professor Dr. Christiaan Teeuwsen’s 
higher calling. 


With a master and doctorate in 
organ performance, Teeuwsen is a 
passionate musician, teacher, and 
historian and researcher of the 
organ. A professor at Redeemer 
since 1987, Teeuwsen has managed 
to find additional ways to combine 
his affinity for classical music 

and scholarly education with his 
vocational calling. 


Most notable is the Noordbroek 
Organ Academy, an annual week- 
long event that hosts graduate level 
and semi-professional organists. 
Created by Teeuwsen and his friend 
and colleague, Peter Westerbrink, 
“who plays the organ as well as or 
better than most on earth?’ according 
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to Teeuwsen, this summer program takes place in The Netherlands, and 
includes seminars, lessons and hands-on experience, and culminates in recitals 
performed on historic organs. These include the Schnitger organ in Noordbroek 
and various others close by. 


“We host eight passionate students so we can concentrate on them and give 
them serious hands-on experience. Many students come from the finest 
schools in the US, Canada, Korea, Italy and Japan.” 


Teeuwsen says he mentioned the idea to Westerbrink— “who truly has the 
sound, touch and sight of the organ embedded in his fabric and spirit”— 
during a conversation after he performed in Noordbroek in 2014. 


“Christiaan’s proposal seemed a little unrealistic at first,’ reflected Westerbrink, 
who admits he is more accustomed to performing than teaching. “Why would 
students from around the world be interested in coming to Noordbroek, a small, 
remote village? But after considering it, I realized I should take it more seriously. 
It was a wakeup call and I thought, ‘Why not give it a chance?” 


However, though officially beginning in 2014, the concept was manifesting earlier, 
as Teeuwsen himself had experienced a similar opportunity in his own life. 


“Between my master of fine arts and doctor of musical arts at the University 
of Iowa, I was invited to study with Klaas Bolt at the Sweelinck Conservatory in 


“We host eight passionate students so 

we can concentrate on them and give 
them serious hands-on experience. Many 
students come from the finest schools in 
the US, Canada, Korea, Italy and Japan.” 
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Amsterdam and do the performance 
exam for the ‘Uitvoerend Musicus- 
Performance Certificate.” During 
this time, Teeuwsen lived in 
Haarlem—a 15-minute train ride 
from Amsterdam. 


“While at these seminars I was 
fortunate enough to play in the 
demonstrations and perform at the 
student recitals, which happened at 
the end of the seminar week” 


However, despite the opportunity and 
his enjoyment and learning, he realized 
the program, as prestigious and 
professional as it was, might not have 
been as fulfilling for all that attended. 


“Because there were so many of us, 
there were always 20 or 25 students 
who did not get to perform, let alone 
play on the famous organs, because 
of time constraints.” 


With the Noordbroek Organ Academy, 
Teeuwsen and Westerbrink sought to 
provide similar prestige, opportunity 
and value for aspiring students, while 
ensuring all participants were equally 
included and able to benefit from 

the excitement of playing world 
famous organs. 


“Tt is life-changing for students when 

they hear and play some of the most 
spirited, free and virtuosic organ music 
on the instruments they were written for.” 


“It is life-changing for students when they hear and play some of the most 
spirited, free and virtuosic organ music on the instruments they were written 
for, and when they realize that the organs they are performing on were 
played by renowned composers.” 


Teeuwsen reflected that he often thought about that when he was a student 
practicing in the Bavo, where a 10-year-old Mozart had played on the same 
instrument back in 1766. “It was surreal!” he said. 


Westerbrink had this to say: “Locking yourself up in a church like Noordbroek 
and practicing and listening to what the organ has to tell you is the best way 
to get a truly convincing interpretation of this old music.” 


Though the Noordbroek events were put on hold due to pandemic restrictions, 
Teeuwsen says he is excited that they resumed in the summer of 2022, and that 
they can continue. 


Dr. Christiaan Teeuwsen’s commitment to his students at Redeemer 
University and his position as the chair of the department, along with his 
dedication to his brainchild, the Noordbroek Organ Academy, show his 
desire to share his knowledge of classical compositions and grand organs 
with subsequent generations. But it is his humility and focus through these 
outlets that exemplify his greater commitment to reflecting godly and 
Christian values in his life. @ 


Wolters 
Centre 
Fellowships 


HE ALBERT M. WOLTERS 

T Centre for Christian Scholarship began 

a new fellowship program last year, appointing 
and hosting three faculty fellows, one from 
each area of the university: Dr. Jonathan Juilfs in the 
arts and humanities, Dr. Russ Kosits in the social 
sciences and Dr. Kevin Vander Meulen in the natural 
sciences and mathematics. The fellows serve as experts 
and guides in furthering and applying the Reformed 
Christian worldview in their disciplines. They guide 
faculty and students in extending the Reformed 
tradition in their areas of expertise, through developing 
their own research, mentoring clusters of new and 
interested faculty in their areas, and facilitating the 
annual Wolters Lectures that bring experts in the 
Reformed tradition to Redeemer. 


Fellow in the 
Social Sciences 
Dr. Russell Kosits 


The social sciences have been powerfully shaped 

by modernity, teaching us to instinctively separate 
science and religion, facts and values, observations 

and interpretations. But this modern prejudice against 
“faith” has not created a naked public square devoid of 
worldview beliefs. The three-year mentoring curriculum 
in the social sciences led by Kosits is designed to 


“The fellows serve as experts 
and guides in furthering 
and applying the Reformed 
Christian worldview in their 
disciplines.” 
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discern the worldviews that shape contemporary social 
science, examine the theological and philosophical 
resources needed to engage the social sciences from 

a Christian perspective, and explore examples of 
integrally Christian scholarship and teaching. On March 
15, a leading Kuyperian voice in psychology, Dr. Eric 
Johnson, speaks as the first Wolters lecturer in the 
social sciences. 


Fellow in the Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics 
Dr. Kevin Vander Meulen 


Vander Meulen hosts a mentoring cluster for new 
faculty that explores scholarship that intersects 

the particular Christian tradition that gave birth to 
Redeemer, including both historical and contemporary 
authors. The cluster discussed Shaping a Digital World: 
Faith, Culture and Computer Technology by Dr. Derek 
Schuurman, a professor of computer science at Calvin 
University, as well as a book he co-authored, A Christian 
Field Guide to Technology for Engineers and Designers. 
Schuurman served as the inaugural Wolters lecturer 

for the Natural Sciences and Mathematics since his 
scholarship is an exemplar of mining the riches of the 
Reformed Christian academic tradition. Schuurman 
described different approaches to Christian scholarship, 
highlighting an approach based on Reformational 
philosophy with an anti-reductionist worldview, 
applying it to a careful analysis of the non-neutrality 

of digital technology. 


Fellow in the Arts 
and Humanities 
Dr. Jonathan Juilfs 


As the fellow in the arts and humanities, Juilfs co-hosted 
Dr. Gayle Doornbos, assistant professor of theology at 
Dordt University and Redeemer alum, on September 

30, 2022 as a part of the 40th anniversary celebrations. 
Doornbos delivered the keynote address for the formal 
launch of the Wolters Centre, and in her talk, highlighted 
the enduring significance of Al Wolters’s Creation Regained 
and the continuing relevance of a neo-Calvinist vision for 
Christian scholarship. Juilfs will partner with Dr. Michael 
Haykin, visiting professor of history, to host a conference 
at Redeemer in September 2023 exploring the Christian 
literary legacy of J. R. R. Tolkien, renowned British scholar 
and author of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings. 


FACULTY PROFILE 


Redeemer 


Dr. Murray Stiller is 
professor of media and 


communication studies. 


Home Base 


Home is a combination of 
Ancaster during part of the year 
and the Vancouver, BC area 
during the rest of the year, when 
I'm not travelling for film work. 


Stimulating Subject Matter 


| love when students “get it.” 

It is very rewarding to step back 
and watch when students are 
able to make films without my 
help. | also love watching the 
creative weekly films students 
make in our third-year course, 
which | like to refer to as 
“filmmaking as philosophy.” 


“llove when students ‘get it.’ It is very 
rewarding to step back and watch 
when students are able to make films 
without my help.” 


Teaching Tips 


The most effective way of 
teaching film is to explain the 
principle, show a professional 
example, demonstrate it in 

a practical way, have students 
do it themselves and then use 
their work to critique. Say-see- 
do-correct. 


| do not separate my faith from 
the other aspects of my life, 
including my work. | was filming 
an interview in the southern US 
when the participant disclosed 
very personal information on 
camera. | felt the humility and 
empathy in the moment for what 
| believe is at the heart of what tt 
means to be a follower of Christ. 
On the same trip, we stopped 
ata diner in the middle of a 
setting that looked like it would 
be in a horror movie. It was run 
by a Catholic mystic and, when 
he saw our film cameras, he said, 


“I've been waiting for you.” As we 
interviewed him, he said that if he 
said things God did not want him 
to disclose, [God] would prevent 
us from using the material. Sure 
enough, half of the tapes were 
blank after the interview. | am 
skeptical, but the moment 

was meaningful because of an 
unnatural sense of peace we 
experienced during the visit. 


In Conversation with Christ 


When | see Jesus face to face, 
there will be nothing to ask 
(except about UFOs and ESP). 
| would bask in Christ's glory. 


Redeemer Love 


My favourite thing about 
Redeemer is the students. 
Particularly, the ones who 
are passionate and use every 
moment to make the most of 
the opportunity. 
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Farewell to... 
Welcoming... Brenda Stephenson 


ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
OF PSYCHOLOGY 

After more than 20 years of dedicated and faithful 
service, Brenda Stephenson retired in December 
2022. A native of Johannesburg, South Africa, 
Stephenson pursued her graduate studies in the 
US before returning to South Africa to open her 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR private practice. In August 2001, she moved to 
OF MEDIA AND Canada with her husband after accepting her 
COMMUNICATION position at Redeemer. As both an associate professor and chair of 


Dr. Rhoda Patrick 


STUDIES the psychology department, Stephenson demonstrated humility, 
Dr. Rhoda Patrick commitment to her students and a passion for teaching that 
will join Redeemer deeply impacted the Redeemer community. This was evident at 
in July 2023 as the beginning of each of her classes, when she invited students to 
assistant professor gather their thoughts and take a moment of contemplative silence. 
of media and She's greatly missed by her students and colleagues. 


communication 
studies. Patrick 
has an MSc and a PhD in Media and 

Cultural Studies from the University June Hulbert 

of Kwa-Zulu Natal, Durban, South 


Africa. She currently is a national ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT, 
HUMAN RESOURCES 


After more than three years, June Hulbert left 
her role as associate vice president, human 
resources in March 2023. Since joining 
Redeemer in September 2019, Hulbert made 
notable enhancements to the university's human 
resources function and organizational culture, 

all while exercising compassion, empathy, 


research fellow at the Centre for 
General Education, Durban University 
of Technology, South Africa, and a 
visiting researcher in the department 
of communication studies and 

media arts at McMaster University. 
Patrick's research focuses on cultural 
representations and identity studies, 


especially in African and diasporic professionalism and diligence. Redeemer wishes her the best in 
contexts, which she is familiar with as her new role as director, people and culture at Diabetes Canada, a 
a native of Nigeria and a resident in cause that is near and dear to her heart. The warmth and care she 
South Africa. She has also conducted demonstrated for Redeemer employees will be dearly missed. 


research on participatory writing and 
ethnomusicology. 


DIRECTOR OF RESIDENCE LIFE 


Matthew Wensink left his role as director of 
residence life in October 2022. Throughout his 

four years at Redeemer, Wensink contributed 
significantly to the student life department by 
developing and strengthening residence life 
policies, facilitating student leadership development 
strategies and helping students in residence 
navigate the challenges of COVID-19. Redeemer will miss him as 

God continues to use his gifts as the manager of student community 
standards and support at Centennial College. 
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Bekett Noble 


Bekett Noble passed away on November 
23, 2022. Bekett was a fourth-year 
psychology major, a hard-working and 
engaged student in the classroom, a much- 
loved coworker who worked on campus in 
a number of capacities, most recently at the 
front desk and at 21Five. Known for being 

a friendly face in those places, Bekett was kind, likable, funny 

and direct. 


On Saturday, December 3, the Redeemer community came 
together for a memorial service held on campus for Bekett. 
The service included remarks from friends and university 
administration, and brought together students, faculty and 
staffto celebrate Bekett's life. 


Bekett maintained relationships with many different faculty, 
staff and administrative leaders and was a thoughtful student 
and a tireless advocate for marginalized groups and individuals 
on campus. Bekett was an inspiring example of how to have 
meaningful, respectful and gracious relationships across 


[ Post ajob on the Hire 


Redeemer job board. 


[ Find out when and how 


to hire students. You can 


differences, in ways that help to solve challenges and move 
forward with hope. 


Bekett was someone who cared for the needs of others, 
particularly LGBTQ+ students, and will be missed by friends, 
classmates, faculty and staff. Redeemer extends deepest 
condolences to Bekett's loved ones and asks that you continue 
to keep them in your prayers through this difficult time. 


Keegan Fraser 


Keegan Fraser '16 passed away on September 18, 2022. He 
graduated with a bachelor of arts in political science. Keegan 
is survived by his wife Carina and his son Boethius, as well as 
his parents, siblings and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins. 
Keegan Is remembered for his strong faith, devotion to his 
family and joyful sense of humour. His smile and easy-going 
manner will be missed by all who knew him. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations may be made at the Gilbert MacIntyre 

& Son Funeral Home via cash or a cheque written to Heather 
Shea, Keegan's mother, to support Boethius's future. 


choose students from more 
than two dozen disciplines 
who are job-ready to help 
you today. 
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COMING EVENTS 


KUYPER and 


KINTSUGI 


Public Theology for 


Kuyper 
Conference 
2023 


CALVIN 


THEOLOGICAL 


SEMINARY 


Calvin Y fa: 


Repair, Reconciliation, UNIVERSITY 


and Restoration 


+] Redeemer 
University 


Kuyper Conference 2023: Kuyper and Kintsugi - Public Theology 


for Repair, Reconciliation, and Restoration 


redeemer.ca/events/kuyper-conference-2023 


This year's theme, highlighted by keynote speaker and 2023 Kuyper Prize winner 
Makoto Fujimura, is “Kuyper and Kintsugi: Public Theology for Repair, Reconciliation, 
and Restoration.” Kintsugi, the Japanese art of repairing broken pottery, aims to take 
what is shattered and make an even more beautiful representation of wholeness. 

By putting this practice in dialogue with the work of Kuyper, we can learn how to 
dwell in broken places while still catching glimpses of repair and reconciliation and 
celebrating them when they are found. Registration is now open. 


Passion 


Art Exhibition: (The) Passion 


UNTIL MARCH 24 


Redeemer Art Gallery 


Through incorporations of painting, 
sculpture, video, digital print, 
drawing and collage, (The) Passion 
brings together 10 contemporary 
artists to reflect deeply on sections 
of the biblical passion narratives. 
In tandem with Jesus' suffering, 
their work repeatedly gives 

voice to human suffering in 
contemporary life. 
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Lenten Reflections 


MARCH 26, 4 P.M. 


First Hamilton Christian 
Reformed Church 


Join us for choral music and 
congregational hymns that 
celebrate the journey of Lent. 
The service will feature the 
Redeemer Concert Choir 
and instrumentalists from 
Redeemer's music program. 


Year-End Home Concert 


MARCH 31 


Redeemer University 
Auditorium 


Come enjoy solo and ensemble 
performances from Redeemer's 
music program. 


orofessor 


EXCHANGE 


Pastor Professor 
Exchange: Reading History 
- Recovering Lost Tools 

in the Modern World 


APRIL 25, 11 A.M. - 1 P.M. 


Redeemer University, 
Executive Dining Room 


Recent events are rekindling 

a recognition that the past 
informs and shapes our present. 
But do we have the tools to 
engage in reading history in a 
way that provides light for the 
path of the faithful believer? 
Join Dr. Michael Haykin, visiting 
professor of history, to learn 
how church leaders can benefit 
from exploring church history to 
better understand and engage 
the present. Registration is now 
open. 


Alumni Week 


SEPTEMBER 25-30, 2023 


Save the Date! Alumni Week 

is coming Sept. 25-30, 2023! 
Alumni will have the opportunity 
to reconnect with Redeemer 
this week through a variety of 
contests and events, including 
the fan favourite Varsity vs. 
Alumni Games on September 
29 and 80. Registration for 
individual events will be posted 
on redeemer.ca/alumni/ 
events. See you there! 


For more information about 
events at Redeemer visit 
redeemer.ca/events 


